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"AHIA is such a blessing, from the groups, to the

outings, to the holiday activities, to the gifts and

all inclusive, removing the boundaries such as not

being able to afford the travel, the fees, and meals!

They always give us healthy, pleasant meals which

is hard to find. They help us with needs like

clothing, shoes, toiletries, and necessities! More so

they provide a family oriented space, where my

family is treated warmly and we feel safe! It’s also

a great place for parenting guidance and sharing

our experiences as parents so we know we are not

alone!"

- Parent Quote
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"Laundry and the free closet has been an

integral source of support for my family.

It has allowed me to not only save money,

but also provide my family with clothing

at no cost."- Parent Quote



Welcome
home

Every year A House In Austin begins the same way: with our heads down and
our focus fixed on families. We don’t start the year chasing numbers or
outcomes. We start by showing up — listening, responding, adjusting, and
walking alongside young families on Chicago’s West Side in whatever capacity
they need.
And yet, every year surprises us.

When we pause to look back — at our home visiting numbers, program 
participation, partnerships, and the trust families place in us — we’re always
struck by how much has been accomplished. In the middle of the work, impact
doesn’t always feel obvious. The days are full, the needs are real, and progress
often comes quietly. But reflection reveals something powerful: consistency
matters, relationships matter, and small acts of care compound into lasting
change.

We feel deeply humbled by this work. And we also feel proud. Proud of the
families who invite us into their lives. Proud of the partners who walk alongside
us. Proud of a community that believes in showing up, year after year.
This report is an invitation inside the house — into the rooms where the work
happens, the conversations unfold, and the foundations are built.

Letter from the Co-Executive Directors
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Lynette Kelly-Bell
Becky Martin

Warmest regards,
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This year marked our
largest reach to date.

As we grow organically and at a
steady pace, we remain deeply
committed to providing
consistent, high-quality support
to every family who walks through
our doors.

300+
Home visits 

parent support
sessions

180+
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200+
fresh produce
deliveries

diapers and wipe
packages

700+

 families served 

70+

270+
hours in the “My
Owner Kids”
program

family laundry
appointments

100
MORE THAN

48
Weeks of produce
delivery

100+
gifts given out this
Christmas
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The Living Room
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"AHIA has helped my family in so
many ways. Even when I was at my

lowest (going through a divorce) I had
a comfortable space to bring my kids
to. The classes they offer for moms

really help moms to regain their
understanding and commitment to
motherhood in a healthy, wholistic,
emotionally-secure way."- Parent

Quote



Parent Support
The living room is where people gather — and that’s exactly what
parents do here.

Our parent-focused programs meet a real and ongoing need: parents
need support too. Becoming a parent doesn’t mean personal growth
stops. It means growth changes. Parents are still developing, learning,
processing, and seeking connection — both as caregivers and as
individuals.

Parents choose to show up for themselves and for one another. Through
Parent Chat, Parent Book Club, and Parent Care programming, they invest
time and energy into conversation, creativity, and community. What
makes this space especially meaningful is that parents aren’t only
receiving support — they are offering it. Parents have stepped into
leadership by facilitating Parent Care sessions, sharing their skills through
candle making, art, and other creative classes.

Whether it’s a guided discussion, a shared reading experience, or a
hands-on activity led by a fellow parent, these moments provide
something essential: space to breathe, reflect, and feel valued. We are
excited to continue expanding parent-led offerings, creating even
more opportunities for families to learn from one another and lead
within the community.

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN NFP AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
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The Kitchen
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“My Fresh Table helps me feel more
comfortable cooking at home, learning

to meal plan, and try healthier foods
for my famly.  I want to learn how to
make meatloaf next.”- Parent Quote



My Fresh Table
In 2025, A House In Austin completed its 17th
session of My Fresh Table — and the impact goes
far beyond what’s on the plate.

While cooking and nutrition are central to the
program, the heart of My Fresh Table lies in what
happens alongside the meal. It’s in the
conversations. The laughter. The moments when
guards come down and curiosity takes over.
Families don’t just learn how to prepare food —
they begin to rethink long-held habits, explore new
ideas, and imagine healthier possibilities for
themselves and their children.

My Fresh Table creates space for families to gently
release generational patterns and experiment with
change in a supportive, judgment-free
environment. As parents expand their palates, they
also expand their confidence — making choices
that support long-term health and modeling
curiosity for their children.

The kitchen becomes a place of nourishment in
every sense of the word.

We want to thank United Lutheran Church for being
our ingredients sponsor, IICF for being our fiduciary
sponsor. 

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN NFP AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
12



13



The Playroom
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“AHIA helps my family by providing a
safe space for us to learn and grow. The

Wonder Kids programming allows my
kids to flourish in social and motor skills,
while parent chat and book club help me
maintain relationships and learn to be a
more understanding parent. The home
visiting AHIA offers me a peace of mind

with a brain break as well as the surety of
diapers and wipes for the littles. “-Parent

Quote



Early 
Childhood Development

“The Playroom” My Wonder Kids is often misunderstood — so we say it
clearly and often: this is not childcare.

My Wonder Kids is an intentionally designed early childhood program
rooted in development, connection, and foundation-building. Yes, children

play. Yes, they interact with staff and volunteers. But every moment is
guided by purpose.

Children develop emotional regulation, social awareness, and healthy
routines. They practice communication. They build early relationships with

food and movement. Eye contact, language exposure, and responsive
interaction all matter — and they are woven into every session.

The Playroom lays the groundwork — not
just for school readiness, but for lifelong

learning.

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
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Just as important, parents are recognized as their
child’s first and most influential teacher. Through

workshops and shared learning opportunities,
parents gain deeper understanding of child

development and leave better equipped to support
growth at home.



Five YearsCelebrating 
in the Big Blue House!

In July 2025, we celebrated five years at 533 North Pine Avenue—the
home of A House in Austin’s parent-child center on Chicago’s West Side,
in the Austin neighborhood.

This milestone gave us a moment to reflect on what has been built inside
these walls: families finding support, partners finding a home for their work,
and a community choosing to grow together. Being surrounded by parents,
volunteers, neighbors, donors, and friends was a powerful reminder of why
this house exists.

But our story began before this home. Some have been with us since the
very first classes in 2016, and opening the doors at 533 North Pine helped
that work deepen and grow into a lasting home for families.

Looking ahead, 2027 will mark the 10-year anniversary of A House in Austin’s
incorporation as a nonprofit. We move forward with gratitude and
commitment to many more years of service, connection, and shared
responsibility. The work continues, and we’re honored to do it together.

Thank you for celebrating with us. Thank you for believing in this home.



Out the front door 
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“A House in Austin has been a
vital source of stability and

support for me during a very
challenging time. Their

compassion, consistency, and
respect helped me feel safe,

supported, and empowered to
move forward.”- Parent Quote
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“You guys listen to us and you
don't judge us and you are

very helpful with the things
we need.”- Parent Quote



Home Visiting

Some of our most meaningful work doesn’t happen inside the walls of our
physical house — it happens in families’ homes and in the wider community.

Home Visiting sits at the heart of this work. In 2025, A House In Austin
supported 36 families through our home visiting program — an 85%
increase from the previous year. These families trust us to walk alongside
them through parenthood and daily life, often during moments of real need.
Support includes weekly essentials like diapers and wipes, emergency
assistance, groceries, and guidance as families navigate challenges large
and small.

For a small organization with growing resources, this level of trust is deeply
significant. Home visiting reflects our commitment to consistency,
relationship-building, and meeting families where they are — literally and
figuratively.

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
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“For me, I get to talk about things that
I can't talk about with others, it is

stress free, it motivates me, it really
helps me”- Parent Quote

“Everything, taught me to be a better
parent and I was struggling

beforehand and now I can see
everything in light.”- Parent Quote

Parent 
Quotes
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Out the Front
Door

Beyond the home, family experiences and community
connections play a critical role in strengthening the foundation we
help build. Family field trips, events, and out-of-house
partnerships provide exposure, enrichment, and shared
experiences that reinforce learning and connection. Community
partners, including Mercy Garden, extend that support beyond
our doors, reminding families that care and opportunity exist
throughout the neighborhood.

We’re proud to have hosted quarterly field trips including:
Mercy Garden, Wonderworks Children’s Museum,  Brookfield Zoo
Tree Trimming , St. Judson Kid Christmas Celebration
Special Events: Sneaker Ball, Easter Hunt, Family Bonfire Night,
Friendsgiving, Parents' Night Out, Mother's Pamper Day, Family
Open Play Days, Holiday Party and Gift Giveaway, and Read with
Dogs with Sit, Stay and Read.

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
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The Guest House

A House in Austin has always believed that community work is stronger
when it’s shared.

The Guest House represents the partners who step into our space to serve
families alongside us. Our home becomes their home — a place where
trusted organizations provide specialized support, education, and resources
directly to the community. By opening our doors, we ensure families can
access services in a familiar, trusted environment — without additional
barriers.

These partnerships reflect a shared commitment: meeting families where
they are and strengthening the systems that support them.

Partners Who Walk With Us

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN NFP AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG

In House
Partnerships
Children's Reseach Triangle
(CRT)
Welcome to Fatherhood (WTF)
Early Intervention (CFC 9)
Our Mother's Light (OML)
Chicago Hopes for Kids
(HOPES)
Beyond Hunger
Forty Acres Fresh Market
Old Town School of Folk: Music
Moves Chicago
The Community Fridge Project

Partnerships +
Austin Coming Together

Betsy's Blankets
 BUILD

 Chicago United Soldarity Project (CUSP)
 Every Mom Chicago

 Friends of the Children
 New Moms
 Send Relief

 The Love Fridge
 Women’s Unite

Our Future Reads
Open Books

Share Our Spare
Austin Childcare Providers Network

CAN Hope Network
Mercy Garden of Peace and Healing
Wonder Works Children’s Museum
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The community 
behind the work

President- Dr. Tenisha Phillips-Sims
Treasurer- Nicole Lindner
Secretary- Lisa Desai

Makema Adkins
Sarah Smith
Dajuan King
Christina Waters
Mark Skiles

2025 Board of Directors

Co-Executive Director- Lynette Kelly-Bell
Co-Executive Director- Becky Martin

Operations Manager- Amanda Urquhart
Lead Teacher- Rebecca Jones

Facilities Manager- CheJuana Stiles
Homevisiting Specialist- Leslie Martin

Parent Specialist- Precious Jones 

A House In Austin Staff
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Volunteers
 Abigail Young
 Aleah Schallack
 Alice Alexander
 Alison Good
 Alisha Lewis
 Andrew Garcia
 Andrew Heinzmann
 Angelie Oliveros
 Ashanti Madlock
 Ashley Thomas
 Ashley Zachacki
 Barbie B
 Brandi Snieder
 Bria Pryor
 Brice Diehl
 Brooke Turnock
 Candance Durham
 Carolyn Sood
 Cecilia Romeus
 Chamille Weddington
 Chloe Bonner
 Christa Broihier
 Christina Waters
 Claudia Gonzalez
 Colleen Barkley
 Conrad
 Crystal True (Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority, Inc., Tau Xi
Zeta Chapter)

 Damien Good
 Daniel & Debra Mrock
 David Mulligan
 Emily Culbertson
 Emily Gaunt
 Erica Hilgart
 Evelyn Kreiter
 Finley Egan
 Graham Roberts
 Griffin Jacobson
 Jada Clay
 Jamarhi Colbert
 Jamya Jones
 Janice Rodman
 Jenita Harrington
 Jenna Nohalty
 Jessica Iverson
 Johann Viise
 Joseph Kelly
 Karina Cabrales
 Karen Alle
 Karen McMillian
 Kat Ramos
 Kate Griffith
 Kathy Woods
 Katie Skoglund
 Katie Wade
 Keera Bradley
 Kenan Walsh
 Kevin Pigram
 Kira Martin

 Kirin Pauline
 Kunmi Oshikanlu
 Laim
 Latrice Whitfield
 Laura Shoemaker
 Lisa Desai
 Malik Harvey-Earnest
 Margot Smith
 Marian Askew
 Mariannell Bassett-Dilley
 Marilyn Rodriguez
 Martha Wondowassen
 Mary Joss
 Mary Kay McCaw
 Melody Terry
 Meya Dockery
 Milina Miulli
 Nancy Cohen
 Nicholas Bell
 Nicole Langston
 Nicole Lindner
 Noreen McNulty
 Oak Park River Forest Alumni
Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity Inc.
 Patrick Reed
 Pennny Sanchez
 Rebekah Kaufman
 Ren Hagner

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN NFP AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
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Volunteers
 Roman Povilaitis
 Sheela Thoppil
 Shirnette Gosberry
 Sophia Dickerson
 Sophia Sood
 Stephanie Mumford Dale
 Suzanne Salerno
 Tenisha Phillips
 Tesla Kelly
 Thomas Delnegro
 Toussaint Andry
 Trevor Good
 Trina Good
 Troy Gerut
 Vicki Byard
 Victoria Grisanti
 Will Bernabe
 Yara Artis
 Zoe Good
 Zoe Vega

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN NFP AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
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 Laura Baig
Anneli Ballard
Kim Frost Bernat
Lindsay Bremer
Nicole Blackmon
Anne Bucy
Justin Bucy
Prital Chohan
James Cook
Lisa Desai
Michelle Fesi
Rollan Fisher
Andrew & Kaline
Gillespie
Christa Gillespie
Doris Gillespie
Melissa Gillespie
Gwen Gotsch

Michael Russell
Robert Sharpe
Jason Smith
Sarah Smith
Carolyn & Sandeep Sood
Carollina Song
Kelley Staley
Sheryl Stoller
Alison Tarrant
John Tuhey & Kelley Witzemann
Joyce Webster
Kim McCoy
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Dan & Sara Hogan
Edith and John Holland
Bret & Erica Hilgart
Jill and Billy Iaccino
Joan Anderson
Gary & Krista Kaplan
Alison Kiedrowski
Lynette Kelly-Bell
Lindsay Knoblauch
Jennifer Laird
Anne Mirza
Daniel & Debra Mrock
Ashley Meunier
Lauren Pero
Andrew & Courtney
Perlmutter
Daniel Roan

Donors: 

Mission Makers
A  House in Austin’s monthly donors

$95,000
given since 2016 

-a powerful show of steady care. 

Thank you to our 2025 Mission Makers.



Donors: Raise the Roof

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN NFP AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
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Champion – $5,000+

Hilgart Family
Frechette Family Foundation
Landmarks Illinois’ Preservation
Heritage Fund

Thanks to the generosity of our Raise the Roof donors, A House in
Austin raised $45,000 to address our highest-priority

maintenance needs. Preserving the integrity of the Big Blue
House is essential — it allows us to provide safe, high-quality

programming for the families we serve.
Thank you to our Raise the Roof donors.

Builder – $500 to $1,499

Biehler/Desai Family
Valderramma Family
Lindner/Karumbaya Family
Arora Family
Joss Family
Anonymous

Supporter – $100 to $499

McNamara Family
Tuhey-Witzemann Family
Pratish Patel
Chamillle Weddington
Michael Russell

Friend- under $100

Kyra Pych
Isabelle Elderkin



Aakash R. Desai
Aiden Harmston
Albertson/Jewel Osco
Alison Good
Allison Castillo
Alma Andrade
Amanda Barker Ariga
Amanda Penabad
Amanda Urquhart
Angelie Andry
Angelina Morris
Anne Peterson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Ariadna DeGrange
Arora Family
Barbara Bruce
Barbara Collier
Beth Middendorf Vlerick
Bethany O’Brien
Biehler/Desai Family
Bouna Companies
Bret and Erica Hilgart
Bryan Webster
CAF
Caitlin Fitzharris
Camille Gant
Cameron A. Gearen
Candace Durham

Carey Hoersten
Carol A. Hafeman
Carolyn Sood
Carson Taylor
Celia R. Johnson
Chamille Weddington
Charities Aid Foundation
Chicago Community Foundation
Chris & Jessica Wollmuth
Chris E. Murray
Chris Ehlke
Chris & Kelly Hartweg
Christine Pellum
Clare Kocher
Clark Chapter
Colleen Barkley
Cook County Starting Block
Cynthia & Michael Gallagher
DAF Giving
Dan & Jeri Biehler
Dan and Sara Hogan
Daniel Arellano
David Gwinn
Debra Callen
Denise McDermott
Dianne Hamelly
Double Good
Ebonie Brewer
Facebook Fundraiser Supporters
Facebook Fundraiser Supporters
Fidelity
Frechette Family Foundation

Grace Lutheran Church
& School
Grashovia Wilson
Habitat for Humanity
Hailey Braden Lynch
Healthy Community
Foundation
Heather Murphy
Helen and Curtis Pinnell
Foundation
Howard Greenblatt
IMC
Insurance Industry
Charitable Foundation
 Isabelle Elderkin
Jake Dorman
Jake Gerstein
Jamie Taratoot
Janice Rodman
Jean-Pierre Valentin
Jennifer Biehler
Jessica Canas
Jessica Devereaux
Jessica Iverson
Jessie Doody
Joanna Ardell
John Francia Henek
John Tuhey & Kelley
Witzemann
Jonathan & Marion
Baumgarten

Donors: Individual 

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN NFP AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
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Donors: Individual 
Joseph and Kimberly Rotondo
Josephine Schulte
Joshua Wyss
Joss Family
Joy Mccallum
Justin Bucy
Kaplan Family
Kate D’Esposito
Kathleen Avalos
Kathleen O’Laughlin
Kathleen Swanson
Kathryn Skoglund
Keely Sibbald
Kim Frost Bernat
Kmetris Hunt
Krystal James
Kristie Charles
Kristin Pfingston
Kristin Stumm
Laura and John McNamara
Laura M. Baig
Latrice Whitfield
Lena Kelly
Lenore Caliendo
Leslie Martin
Lindner/Karumbaya Family
Lisha Fambro
Lisa Desai
Liv Roskos
Liz Kozak
Lousanne Lofgren

 Marcia Echavarria
 Margaret Breen
 Maria Sorrell
 Mary Fox
 Mary Joss
 Mary K. Foundation
 Mary Kay McCaw
 Matthew & Carrie Cotter
 McCormick – A Better Chicago
 McNamara Family
 Megan Hodge
 Melissa Ford
 Melissa Gillespie
 Meta Dalton
 Michael & Valerie Desiderio
 Michael Gallagher Charitable Trust
 Michael Russell
 Michelle Jerry
 Michelle Major
 Monica Moore
 Monica Smith
 Nancy C. Nordgren
 Nancy Ibrahim
 Neuberger Berman
 Norah Jarczak
 Noreen McNulty
 Northern Trust
 Oak Park River Forest Alumni Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc.

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN NFP AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
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Donors: Individual 
Old Second Bank
One by One
Patricia Henek
Paxton Kocher
Pete's Fresh Market
Pratish Patel
Rachael Wenz
Rebekah Martin
Richard Hodges
Robert & Diane Steffen
Robert & Jennifer Sabatino
Rotary Club of Oak Park and River
Forest
Ruth Lamour
Ruth Lazarus
Safe and Peaceful Communities
Sandra and Tim Hogan
Sarah Juergens
Sarah Smith
Shanila Perera
Shannon Wittig
Sheannse Smith
Soul Savers Church of God in Christ
St. Giles School Oak Park
Stephanie Didwania
Stephen & Amy Crilly
Steven J. Smith
Steven Smith

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN NFP AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
32

Susan/Rich Harrold/Huettel
Suzanne Salerno
Tatiana Hamilton
Tazewell Rowe
Tenisha Phillips
The Service Club of Chicago
The Gallagher Charitable Trust
Tim & Maureen Hunter Charitable
Foundation
Tkeeyah Stewart
Tom Ewald
Trenia Johnson
Tricia Van Tuinen
Tuhey/Witzemann Family
United Way
Valderrama Family
Verita
Victoria Ferrera
Victoria Van Meter
Vicki Byard
Walter Jones
Weddington Family
West Side Giving Circle
Whirlwind Coffee Co. / David
Silverstein
Women Unite



A HOUSE IN AUSTIN NFP AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
33



Finances 

Funding summary 

Individual
Giving & Events

GrantsCorporate Funding

$118,301 $334,985$25,324

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN NFP AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG
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Total Operating
Expenses- $460,891

Administrative Expenses-
$81,640

Employee Expense-
$303,829

Rent & Occupancy- $46,010

Programming Related Costs-
$29,412



As we look back on 2025, we are deeply grateful.
This year, A House in Austin served more families than ever before—
growing not by rushing, but by listening. By staying rooted in
relationships. 
To our families, thank you for inviting us into your lives and your journeys.
To our partners, volunteers, donors, and neighbors: thank you for believing
in this work and showing up in ways both seen and unseen.

This house is what it is because of you. And as we look ahead, we remain
committed to walking alongside families with care, intention, and hope—
one conversation, one visit, one shared table at a time.

With gratitude,
A House in Austin

A HOUSE IN AUSTIN NFP AHOUSEINAUSTIN.ORG

Thank you!

Stay Connected

Newsletter: ahouseinaustin.org/contact
Volunteer: ahouseinaustin.org/volunteer
Address: 533 North Pine Street, Chicago, IL
60644
Email: ahouseinaustin@gmail.com
Facebook: facebook.com/ahouseinaustin
Instagram: @houseinaustinChicago
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/ahouseinaustin


